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As educators, it is our goal to establish a summer reading program that encourages our students to 

discover a sense of ownership over their reading experience. The American Association of School 

Librarians states, “The amount of free reading done outside of school has consistently been found 

to relate to growth in vocabulary, reading comprehension, verbal fluency, and general 

information. Students who read independently become better readers, score higher on 

achievement tests in all subject areas, and have greater content knowledge than those who do 

not.” We hope our students become lifelong readers and learners, and summer reading is one 

vehicle by which students individualize their learning according to their strengths and interests. 

By giving students choice of summer reading text, we hope to encourage excitement and interest 

in independent reading. 

 

For these reasons, all students entering sixth through eighth grades will 

independently select a fiction or non-fiction text of their choice. 
 

Expectations: 

All students will independently select a fiction or non-fiction text. Texts should be leveled 

appropriately for the individual student’s ability, grade and reading level.  We encourage parents 

to help students make appropriate, engaging, and challenging selections and we recommend that 

students select a text that they have not previously read. 

 

We recommend parents preview their child’s selection first and consider reading along with them. 

We strongly encourage students to use reading strategies, such as using post-it notes or 

journaling, while they read the books. Students do not need to purchase books. They may use the 

public library, and many recommended titles and authors will be available in the Stetson library. 

 

Assessment:  
Students will be assessed on summer reading when they return to school in September. For this 

reason, journals and post-it notes will be extremely helpful. Additionally, it is recommended that 

students have a copy of the text when they return to school. 

 

Recommendations: 

Please review the reverse side of this letter for a recommended list of authors, both fiction and 

non-fiction, as well as a list of websites for guidance. Additionally, Stetson English teachers, 

reading teachers, and librarian may be able to offer suggestions. 

 

Thank you for your support of summer reading, 

 

Dr. Charles Cognato, Principal 

Mr. Andrew White, Language Arts Department Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Summer Reading Recommendations 

 

Check out these websites: 

- Read Kiddo Read: http://www.readkiddoread.com/ 

- Best Fiction for Young Adults: http://www.ala.org/yalsa/2018-best-fiction-young-adults 

- Summer Reading  - Grades 6-8: 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/sites/ala.org.alsc/files/content/compubs/booklists/summer/6_8_su

mmerlists.pdf 

- Tween Recommended Reads: 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/sites/ala.org.alsc/files/content/Tween13_RecReadsList_bw.pdf 

- Reading Olympics: http://readingolympics.cciu.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/2019-

MiddleJunior-Booklist.pdfGuys Read: http://www.guysread.com 

- African American authors: http://www.ala.org/emiert/coretta-scott-king-book-awards-all-

recipients-1970-present 

- Hispanic and Hispanic-American authors: 

http://www.yalsa.ala.org/thehub/2013/09/24/ya-fiction-for-hispanic-heritage-month/ 

 

 

Non-fiction authors: 

Marc Aronson 

Elizabeth Partridge 

Russell Freedman 

Kadir Nelson 

Patricia and Fredrick McKissack 

Susan Campbell Bartoletti 

Steve Sheinkin 

 

Fiction authors: 

Jordan Sonnenblick 

Nancy Farmer 

Rita Williams-Garcia 

Mike Lupica 

Walter Dean Myers 

John Feinstein 

Patricia McCormick 

Kekla Magoon 

Kirby Larson 

Jacqueline Woodson 

Sharon Draper 

Sharon Flake 

Kate Messner 

Gary Soto 

Jane Yolen 

Rick Riordan 

Marcus Zusak  

James Dashner 

 

 

Fiction authors (contd.) 

Patricia Reilly Giff 

Gordon Korman 

Ann Rinaldi 

Gary Schmidt 

Catherine Gilbert Murdock 

Joan Bauer 

Cynthia Kadohata 

Gail Carson Levine 

Jeff Hirsch 

Anthony Horowitz 

Nikki Grimes 

Frances O’Roark Dowell 

Caroline Cooney 

Eoin Colfer 

Laurence Yep 

Gloria Whelan 

Rebecca  Stead 

Maggie Stiefvater 

Chris Crutcher 

Kashmira Sheth 

Madeline L’Engle 

Jerry Spinelli 

Wendy Mass 

Gary Paulsen 

Laurie Halse Anderson 

Cynthia Lord 

Alan Gratz 
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