
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Q1: How does the school and Home & School communicate with our family? 
A1: The district is moving to paperless communication as much as possible. Newsletters are sent 
via email each Thursday (alternates from principal and Home & School). Please review each week 
and keep up to date with events and announcements. Additionally, we will send reminders via 
Facebook and Remind and occasional phone calls. 
 
Q2: Do I need clearances to volunteer? 
A2: There are many ways to volunteer that do not require clearances such as supporting roles on 
committees with yearbook, fliers, and event planning/shopping. You also do not need clearances 
to volunteer at evening events where parents are attending (e.g. Ice Cream Social, Oasis Night 
Out). If you are going in to help during the school day or on a field trip, you will need clearances. 
 
Q3: What clearances are required? 
A3: Three clearances are required to be on file with the main office at Penn Wood; these expire 
every few years, so please make sure yours are up-to-date. For details about clearances, click on 
the following link to the WCASD page - https://www.wcasd.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=6936 
 
Q4: Can I bring siblings when I volunteer or visit school? 
A4: No, it is district policy for accountability and so that you focus your volunteer time on the task 
at hand. 
 
Q5: How do I volunteer for classroom parties? 
A5: Penn Wood has three parties (Halloween, Holiday, and End of Year). There will be a Sign-up 
Genius for you to be one of four volunteers to plan and run the party. Sign-ups are first-come, first-
served and we ask that you wait to sign-up (for the same classroom) once you've done a party so 
that other parents get a chance; if there's space left as it gets closer, you will be able to join. There 
will be one party lead responsible for organizing the supplies and activities (game or craft) for 
each party; for the holidays and end of year, the party lead is encouraged to provide an option for 
a class gift to the teacher. 
 
Q6: Where else can I volunteer? 
A6: There will be many opportunities throughout the year such as Book Fair, Holiday Shop and 
Bingo night (to name a just a few); Sign-up Genius or paper forms will be sent out. Additionally, 
library, recess, and lunch volunteers are always appreciated! Reach out to the librarian to 
volunteer in that way; sign-up through Home & School to volunteer for recess/lunch. Ask your 
child's teacher if there are opportunities to help in the classroom. 
 
Q7: Can I visit my child at school? 
A7: The school district will offer 1-2 days when you can observe in your child's classroom. 
 
Q8:How can I celebrate my child's birthday at school? 
A8: You can send in a non-food treat for each student in the class (such as stickers or pencils) or 
donate a book to the classroom. Please do not distribute personal birthday invitations at school 
unless the entire class or all the girls (or boys) in class are invited. 



 
Q9: What do I need to do if my child misses school? 
A9: Please call the Safe Arrival/Attendance line at 484-266-1910 if your child is sick or will be late 
for school; you should call between the hours of 5:00 pm and 8:30 am. Leave a message including 
your child’s name, grade, teacher, date, and reason of absence/late arrival. If you do not report 
your child’s absence, the office assistant will call you to verify your child’s absence.  Additionally, 
you must send in a completed Excuse Form within 3 school days regarding their absence; 
otherwise it will be considered an unlawful absence. Here is a link to the form: 
https://www.wcasd.net/Domain/770. 
 
Q10: Do I need to notify the school of a planned absence? 
A10: Yes, if you know your child will miss school, especially for an extended time/family vacation, 
you should notify the school and have it approved by the principal. 
 
Q11: How does Penn Wood fundraise? 
A11: Our main fundraiser is the Fall Fitness FUNdraiser where students collect donations and 
participate in a fitness event during the school day. We also have several no-cost fundraisers (Box 
Tops, Shoe Recycling, Giant Rewards, etc.) and events (KidStuff Coupon books, nights out at local 
restaurants, etc.) where we get a portion of the sales. 
 
Q12: How do I win the coveted Family Parking Spot? 
A12: The Family Parking Spot is reserved for one family each month. The winners are selected 
from a raffle that includes all families that volunteer at the Fall Fitness FUNdraiser. 
 
Q13: How do meals work at school? 
A13: Students may bring a packed lunch or purchase breakfast (8:45-9:00am) or lunch (times vary 
by grade) from the cafeteria. Students may purchase milk, snacks, and ice cream a la carte. Prices 
are set at the beginning of the school year by the district. Menus can be found here: 
htttps://www.wcasd.net/Page/193. 
 
Q14: How do we pay for school breakfast or lunch? 
A14: You can pre-load your child's account via the PayForIt website or pay with cash. You can also 
send money or check with your child and the cafeteria workers will add it to their account. Your 
child will use their unique student ID to access their account. 
 
Q15: Can I have lunch with my child? 
A15: Each student is allowed two visitors for lunch over the school year. You can bring lunch for 
you and your child, but cannot share with other children. 
 
Q16: What food/snacks can I send to school? 
A16: Lunches are not restricted; there is a separate table for kids with allergies. Classrooms are 

peanut-free, so please be sure snacks are safe for other students. If there are other 

allergies/adjustments required in your child's classroom, a note will be sent home at the 

beginning of the year. 



Q17: Is there a Lost and Found at school? 

A17: Yes, the lost and found is located in the hallway next to the gym. Please label your student’s 

items; if an item doesn’t make it home, check lost and found throughout the year! It will be 

brought to the lobby on conference days to get extra attention. 

Q18: What happens if my child leaves something on the school bus? 

A18: After the bus drivers drop off students at school in the morning, bus drivers often come in to 

the school office with a backpack, instrument, lunch bag, etc., that was left behind on the bus.  At 

the end of their routes in the afternoon, the bus drivers check throughout their bus.  The general 

rule is, if they find something at the end of the school day, they keep it up in the front of the bus for 

the owner to claim the next day.  

If a student gets off the bus at the end of the school day and realizes they left an item on the bus, 

you can call Krapf directly to let them know.  They will pass the information onto the bus driver so 

that the student can claim the item on the bus in the morning. The Krapf phone number is 610-

594-2664, ext. 2 

Q19: Is there a School Store? 

A19: Yes, Home and School runs a school store on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 8:30-9:00 am. 

Students can purchase a variety of school supplies including pens, erasers, pencil sharpeners, 

notebook and other fun school related items. Items range from .10 to $1.50 and it is cash only. 

Spirit wear is available for purchase at different events and we also run events during the year 

where additional items are available. 

Q20: What does Penn Wood offer in terms of before and after school care? 

A20: Extended care is offered through A Child's Place; more information is available on the district 

website at 

https://www.wcasd.net/cms/lib/PA02203541/Centricity/Domain/1013/A_Childs_Place_7-

2018.pdf. 


