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Did you know you can read the 
e-paper on a smartphone or 
tablet? Download PressRead-
er in iTunes or Google Play.

GO MOBILE

Reading your e-paper 
just got a lot easier

Some Republicans in the state 
Legislature are proposing new 
restrictions or the removal of 
the option completely. PAGE A7 

OPINION

Mail-in voting needs 
fixes, not an overhaul

The 2.4% increase in the 
benchmark index follows 
back-to-back weekly losses. 
PAGE A4 

FINANCIAL MARKETS

S&P has biggest  
gain since June

In an interview with Oprah 
Winfrey to air on CBS, he 
invokes the memory of his late 
mother, Princess Diana. PAGE A2

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Prince Harry says split 
from royal life difficult

By Michael P. Rellahan
mrellahan@21st-centurymedia.com 
@ChescoCourtNews on Twitter

WEST CHESTER  >>  A former po-
lice officer in Delaware County 
pleaded guilty Monday to charges 
that he assaulted his 12-year-old 
stepson during a family argument 
outside the West Goshen home 
they shared.

“This has cost him his career,” 
said the attorney for Anthony 
Capodanno, who had joined the 
Upper Darby Police Department 
in 2006 after working both as an 
officer in the Milbourne Police De-
partment and as a state constable 
in Chester County.

“He is extremely remorseful, 

CHESCO COURTS

Former police 
officer pleads 
guilty in child 
assault case

By Michael P. Rellahan
mrellahan@21st-centurymedia.com 
@ChescoCourtNews on Twitter

The Chester County Health De-
partment has issued new guide-
lines for school districts in both 
Chester and Delaware counties 
that would lessen the recom-
mended distance students should 
maintain from one another. The 
recommendation comes on the 
heels of the effort by those dis-
tricts to mitigate the transmission 
of the coronavirus, which had im-
proved conditions across the two 
counties.

“Because of the layered mit-
igation measures you have suc-
cessfully implemented, we sup-
port schools increasing more in-
person learning through reduced 

EDUCATION

Districts 
given new 
guidelines 
for COVID 
spacing

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Contractors are making mostly inside improvements to the new Greystone Elementary School.

By Bill Rettew
brettew@21st-centurymedia.com 
@wcdailylocal on Twitter

WEST GOSHEN >> Students will 
have a new place to hang their 
backpacks and sharpen their 
pencils with the anticipated Au-
gust 2021 opening of Greystone 
Elementary School.

Contractors are finishing up 
on mostly indoor work at the 
on-budget, $27.5 million school, 
at 1195 Aram Ave., near Pott-
stown Pike.

Up to 600 kindergartners 
through fifth graders will learn 
in 24 classrooms – four class-
rooms for each grade level – at 
the West Chester Area School 
District’s 11th elementary school. 
The district has a total of three 
middle and three high schools.

Work started in December of 
2019 at the 76,500 square foot 
school on a 25-acre site.

“They still have a ways to go 
with the finishing touches,” said 
Principal Dr. Kevin Fagan. “We 
are on target to open in August.”

Fagan, a 22-year veteran ed-
ucator, until recently served 
as the principal of East High 
School. He is making the move 

to the elementary level where he 
will build a staff and welcome a 
new community.

“It might appear to be a big 
change,” he said about the move. 
“I’m a learner and I like a chal-
lenge.

“I’m excited and I would like 

to build the Greystone School 
community”

Mark Groves is Capital Proj-
ect Manager and said this is 
the first new school built in 
the WCASD since Rustin High 
School was constructed more 
than 13 years ago.

Each classroom will house 
two white boards so different 
lessons can be taught simulta-
neously. Each classroom will 
also feature a wireless projector.

Two students will share 
“cubby cabinets” to house their 
coats and books.

Money saving LED lights will 
last 20 to 25 years.

Unique to the WCASD, a fire 
alarm system will feature bells, 
flashing lights and will lead the 
students and staff with verbal 
commands.

Two emotional support 
rooms, three resource rooms, a 

WEST GOSHEN

GREYSTONE ON TRACK 
TO OPEN THIS YEAR

SUBMITTED PHOTO

An artist’s rendering of the new Greystone Elementary School 
scheduled to open in August.

By Fran Maye
fmaye@21st-centurymedia.com 
@dailylocal on Twitter

WEST CHESTER >> As more people 
get vaccinated, and mitigation ef-
forts continue, the number of peo-
ple testing positive for coronavi-
rus continues to decline.

Last week in Chester County, 

487 people tested positive, com-
pared to 714 four weeks ago. 
Neighboring Delaware County, 
however, is seeing a slight uptick 
in cases, as 654 people tested pos-
itive last week, about 22 people 
more than the week previous.

As of March 1,704 people have 
died of coronavirus in Chester 
County. Of those who have con-
tracted the virus, 89.6 percent have 
recovered, according to the Chester 
County Health Department.

Positivity hot spots in Chester 
County as of March 1 are West 

Grove, 7.84 percent, Oxford, 7.63 
percent, West Sadsbury, 7.61 per-
cent, Penn Township, 6.8 percent, 
Valley Township, 6.77 percent, 
East Nottingham, 6.56 percent, 
South Coatesville, 6.2, Thornbury, 
6.15, New Garden Township, 5.93 
percent and Pocopson Township, 
5.85 percent.

East Goshen Township ac-
counts for the greatest number 
of coronavirus deaths with 59, 
followed by Willistown with 57, 
East Vincent, 40, West Chester, 

CORONAVIRUS

Vaccine supply low in Chester County
The Chester 
County Health 
Department 
van sits ready 
to assist 
people with 
vaccinations, 
but officials 
are seeing 
fewer doses 
than they are 
requesting.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

GUIDELINES >> PAGE 8

Cases continue 
to decline

VACCINE >> PAGE 3

OFFICER >> PAGE 6GREYSTONE >> PAGE 8

CONSHOHOCKEN

PRP invests 
in new 
global HQ 
project
Business >> A4

»    dailylocal.comTuesday, March 2, 2021  $2.95 FACEBOOK.COM/DAILYLOCALNEWS TWITTER.COM/DAILYLOCALNEWS

CORONAVIRUS

Wolf eases 
restrictions 
on large 
gatherings
State >> A2

Today’s web bonus >> Get the latest on the coronavirus outbreak. dailylocal.com

CORONAVIRUS

Pandemic 
spurs rise 
in outdoor 
recreation
Local News >> A3

To find breaking news and 
other information from the 

Daily Local News on Twitter, 
simply type “wcdailylocal” 

inside the Twitter search bar.
TWITTER.COM/WCDAILYLOCAL

FOLLOW US ON 
TWITTER
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WEATHER

High:
Low:

36
27                                                                                                                            

PAGE A8



West Chester Daily Local News - 03/02/2021 Page : A08

March 2, 2021 12:08 pm (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

| Go to AccuWeather.com

56

Regional outlook
HOW TO READ THIS MAP
City name  Today’s
75/43 High/low forecast

 Water temperature
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REGIONAL CITIES

National forecast

Weather(W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice

NATIONAL CITIES

INTERNATIONAL CITIES

Shown are today’s noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. 
Temperature bands are highs for the day. 

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

ALMANAC

Precipitation

Temperatures

SUN AND MOON
 Sunrise Sunset Moonrise Moonset

Atlantic City

Delaware River (Philadelphia)

 Time Height Time Height

Cape May

TIDES

24-HOUR TEMPERATURE FORECAST

6 a.m. 8 a.m. 10 a.m. Noon 2 p.m. 4 p.m. 6 p.m. 8 p.m. 10 p.m. 12 a.m. 2 a.m. 4 a.m. 6 a.m.

Temperature

AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature®

The patented AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature is an exclusive index of the effects of temperature, 
wind, humidity, sunshine intensity, cloudiness, precipitation, pressure and elevation on the human body.   

8 a.m. 10 a.m. Noon 2 p.m. 4 p.m. 6 p.m.

11+: Extreme
8-10: Very high
6-7: High
3-5: Moderate
0-2: Low

TODAY’S UV INDEX

The higher the 
AccuWeather.com 
UV Index™ number, 
the greater the need 
for eye and skin 
protection. 

 Today Wednesday
Altoona 37/29/s 55/30/s
Atlantic City 38/37/s 48/37/s
Baltimore 42/30/s 57/36/pc
Cape May 39/36/s 48/38/pc
Catskill, NY 30/22/s 48/33/pc
Dover 39/31/s 53/34/pc
Harrisburg 41/27/s 56/35/s
Hyannis, MA 31/27/s 44/33/s
New York City 36/30/s 52/36/s
Ocean City, MD 39/36/s 48/37/pc
Ocean City, NJ 38/36/s 49/36/s
Philadelphia 39/29/s 55/35/s
Pittsburgh 38/27/s 56/29/s
Poconos 32/24/s 48/30/s
State College 36/29/s 54/31/s
Syracuse 27/21/pc 43/28/pc
Trenton 35/28/s 51/31/s
Williamsport 36/24/s 54/31/s
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High/low  ........................................................ 45°/36°
Normal high/low  .......................................... 48°/30°
Record high  ..............................................  76° (1972)
Record low  .................................................  9° (1980)

24 hours through 2 p.m. yesterday .................  0.65”
Month to date  ...................................................  0.25”
Normal month to date  .....................................  0.08”
Year to date  .......................................................  5.96”
Normal year to date  .........................................  5.95”

Statistics through 2 p.m. yesterday

Today 6:33 a.m. 5:54 p.m. 10:03 p.m. 8:38 a.m.
Wednesday 6:32 a.m. 5:55 p.m. 11:17 p.m. 9:09 a.m.

Hours of sunlight
11 hr., 21 min. Mar 5 Mar 13 Mar 21 Mar 28

Athens 56/44/pc 62/45/s
Baghdad 77/51/s 79/57/s
Bangkok 94/79/pc 91/79/t
Beijing 42/25/s 48/28/s
Berlin 52/31/pc 56/38/pc
Buenos Aires 82/73/s 81/72/s
Cairo 70/50/s 66/49/pc
Dublin 48/38/pc 47/38/c
Hong Kong 74/63/c 71/66/c
Istanbul 48/37/pc 50/39/c
Jerusalem 56/41/s 52/38/sh
Johannesburg 76/57/pc 80/60/s
La Paz 73/57/s 84/58/s
London 55/40/pc 56/43/c
Madrid 59/43/pc 62/40/pc
Manila 91/80/t 92/79/s
Mexico City 77/54/c 78/55/s

Montreal 17/14/s 34/14/c
Moscow 38/28/r 35/32/pc
Nairobi 82/59/s 83/59/s
Nassau 81/72/pc 83/71/pc
New Delhi 84/59/pc 88/59/pc
Oslo 44/28/pc 40/26/pc
Panama City 66/56/sh 64/49/c
Paris 61/42/pc 62/45/pc
Rio de Janeiro 85/74/pc 86/75/pc
Rome 61/40/s 61/40/s
San Juan 83/73/pc 85/70/s
Seoul 45/25/pc 49/30/s
Stockholm 46/29/s 46/26/s
Sydney 69/63/pc 69/61/r
Tokyo 66/39/r 51/40/s
Toronto 31/27/c 43/23/s
Vancouver 45/36/pc 48/38/c

 Today Wednesday  Today Wednesday

Albany, NY 25/20/s 43/29/pc
Albuquerque 58/32/s 63/42/s
Anchorage 21/8/c 20/6/s
Atlanta 50/40/r 59/43/pc
Billings 51/31/pc 53/31/s
Birmingham 52/42/r 60/39/c
Bismarck 57/27/pc 57/26/s
Boise 52/28/pc 55/30/s
Boston 30/25/s 46/32/s
Buffalo 28/26/s 40/28/pc
Charleston, SC 54/45/sh 58/41/r
Charleston, WV 44/26/s 59/32/s
Charlotte 53/37/pc 54/34/r
Cheyenne 54/27/s 55/28/s
Chicago 46/34/s 48/31/s
Cincinnati 44/30/s 59/34/s
Cleveland 38/31/s 49/28/s
Columbia, SC 55/41/pc 55/37/r
Dallas 57/36/pc 65/43/s
Denver 57/29/s 57/30/s
Des Moines 54/30/s 52/29/s
Detroit 40/31/s 50/27/s
El Paso 62/37/s 73/54/pc
Fairbanks 12/-5/c 6/-13/pc
Fargo 47/23/pc 41/26/pc
Grand Rapids 38/32/s 46/23/s
Greensboro 49/34/pc 55/37/r
Hartford 29/24/s 47/30/s
Honolulu 80/69/pc 79/66/pc
Houston 61/41/pc 66/44/s
Indianapolis 44/32/s 59/30/s
Jackson, MS 48/38/r 58/39/pc
Kansas City 60/38/pc 62/36/s
Las Vegas 68/46/s 69/48/pc
Little Rock 44/31/r 62/39/s

Los Angeles 78/53/s 67/50/sh
Louisville 48/33/s 60/36/s
Manchester, NH 27/23/s 46/29/s
Memphis 48/35/r 60/41/s
Miami 84/72/pc 87/64/pc
Milwaukee 42/33/s 42/29/s
Minneapolis 44/28/s 43/30/s
Nashville 54/35/pc 63/40/s
New Orleans 60/45/r 61/48/c
Norfolk 44/36/s 52/39/pc
Oklahoma City 57/35/pc 66/40/s
Omaha 56/29/s 58/34/s
Orlando 80/67/pc 79/54/t
Phoenix 79/51/s 82/57/pc
Portland, ME 24/17/s 42/22/s
Portland, OR 55/35/c 58/37/pc
Raleigh 52/35/s 54/37/r
Rapid City 54/26/pc 54/24/s
Reno 59/31/s 60/30/pc
Sacramento 71/42/s 71/43/pc
St. Louis 54/37/s 63/35/s
Salt Lake City 51/31/pc 56/35/pc
San Antonio 63/41/pc 68/45/pc
San Diego 72/52/s 66/53/r
San Francisco 65/47/pc 65/47/pc
San Jose 70/43/pc 70/44/pc
San Juan, PR 83/73/pc 85/70/s
Seattle 49/36/c 55/37/pc
Spokane 49/31/pc 53/29/pc
Springfield, IL 50/34/s 58/29/s
Tampa 81/70/pc 75/56/t
Tulsa 56/37/pc 67/39/s
Tucson 78/49/s 81/51/pc
Washington, DC 45/35/s 58/38/pc
Wichita 60/34/pc 65/36/s

High 3:33 a.m. 6.3 ft. 4:22 a.m. 6.3 ft.
Low 10:33 a.m. -0.4 ft. 11:26 a.m. -0.2 ft.
High 3:59 p.m. 6.2 ft. 4:52 p.m. 6.0 ft.
Low 10:57 p.m. -0.2 ft. 11:45 p.m. -0.1 ft.

High 10:40 a.m. 5.5 ft. 11:29 a.m. 5.1 ft.
Low 4:23 a.m. -0.7 ft. 5:15 a.m. -0.5 ft.
High 11:06 p.m. 5.5 ft. 11:58 p.m. 5.5 ft.
Low 4:45 p.m. -0.5 ft. 5:33 p.m. -0.4 ft.

High 9:26 a.m. 4.6 ft. 10:15 a.m. 4.2 ft.
Low 3:20 a.m. -0.6 ft. 4:14 a.m. -0.4 ft.
High 9:58 p.m. 4.6 ft. 10:50 p.m. 4.5 ft.
Low 3:44 p.m. -0.6 ft. 4:32 p.m. -0.4 ft.

WEDNESDAYTODAY TONIGHT
53°36° 30°

Mostly sunny and milder
Breezy in the 

morning; otherwise, 
sunny

27°
Clear

THURSDAY

43°
26°

Partly sunny, windy and 
cooler

39°
28°

FRIDAY

Windy with plenty of 
sunshine

SATURDAY

42°
24°

Clouds and sunshine

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2021      
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 Today Wednesday

physical distancing,” said 
Health Department Direc-
tor Jeanne Franklin in a 
Feb. 19 letter to the school 
superintendents as the pan-
demic’s first anniversary 
passed last month.

Districts whose seven-
day incidence rates of pos-
itive tests per 100,000 res-
idents and seven-day per-
centage positive rates falls 
below certain numbers can, 
if they wish, begin spacing 
students at a three-feet dis-
tance rather than the cur-
rent 6-feet guideline, ac-
cording to the letter, sent to 
all 29 districts in the two 
counties.

The guidelines, however, 
stress that the space be-
tween adults and students 
in the schools, as well as be-
tween adult teachers and 
administrators, should re-
main at the current six-feet 
distance. And, Franklin 
said at a recent press con-

ference that the department 
is not granting license for 
all districts to relax their 
spacing mandates as soon 
as possible.

“It is important to un-
derstand in no way is the 
Health Department say-
ing that schools can imme-
diately shift to three-feet 
physical distancing,” she 
told assembled reporters 
on Thursday outside her de-
partment’s offices, flanked 
by the three county com-
missioners.

“The guidance states 
that if schools are seeking 
to get more students in per-
son for learning, that it is 
recommended they maxi-
mize space in every room 
such that they get as close 
to six feet of physical dis-
tancing as possible and in 
no way go less than three 
feet,” she said at the press 
conference. “This guidance 
is for students. It is impor-
tant to stress that adult-
to-adult interactions and 
adult-to-student interac-
tions are required  to re-
main at 6 feet regardless 

of the county transmission 
level.”

The new guidelines are 
strictly voluntary for the 
districts, but have been fol-
lowed fairly uniformly by 
the public schools who con-
sult with Franklin and her 
staff on a weekly basis. The 
Chester County Health De-
partment tis acting on be-
half of Delaware County on 
COVID-19 matters because 
that county has no indepen-
dent health department of 
its own. 

“The Health Department 
guidance should be used to 
help guide school districts 
in how to safely return stu-
dents and teachers to in-
person learning,” she said 
in the letter. “The Health 
Department will not deter-
mine how schools should 
be providing education. In-
stead, the Health Depart-
ment will provide sugges-
tions on what mitigation 
measures will keep schools 
open. 

“Schools are encouraged 
to continue to engage fami-
lies to ensure changes in in-

structional models do not 
negatively impact families,” 
Franklin wrote. “Schools 
are also strongly encour-
aged to be as creative as 
possible in ensuring the in-
dividual educational needs 
of students are being met 
leading to the best possible 
educational outcomes.” 

According to reports, 
the new guidelines drew 
negative reaction from 
the state’s largest teachers 
union, whose leader said it 
would “inevitably lead to 
overcrowded classrooms” 
and increase the risk to stu-
dents, staff, and communi-
ties. 

The guidelines make 
clear that the Health De-
partment is not seeking 
to have vaccinations for 
teachers and administra-
tors completed before rec-
ommending the new spac-
ing among students.

The matter of how best to 
reopen schools is a hot-but-
ton issue across the region, 
state, and nation, some-
times pitting parent group 
against parent group — 
some wishing to return to 
full-time in-person learn-
ing, some arguing against 
that decision. Those who 
want full-time in-person 
learning to return for pub-
lic school districts in the 
two counties note that pri-
vate and parochial schools 
have already done so in 
many cases.

Teachers, on the other 
hand, have their own safety 

concerns, and have fought 
against re-opening schools 
to in-person instruction 
because of fear of bloom-
ing COVID-19 cases should 
that occur.

“Six feet of social distanc-
ing is the norm in retail es-
tablishments, restaurants, 
and other businesses,” said 
Chris Lilienthal, a spokes-
person for the Pennsylva-
nia State Education Asso-
ciation. “It’s completely un-
acceptable that these rules 
won’t apply to Chester and 
Delaware (County) schools, 
where students can now sit 
at desks within three feet of 
each other for up to an hour 
at a time.”

But Franklin said that 
the work done by districts 
across the two counties in 
the months since the 2020-
21 school years began last 
summer had allowed for 
relaxation of some mea-
sures.

“Because of the layered 
mitigation measures you 
have successfully imple-
mented, we support schools 
increasing more in-person 
learning through reduced 
physical distancing,” she 
said. “Specifically, when 
certain Community Trans-
mission Levels are met and 
layered mitigation strate-
gies are continued, schools 
are encouraged to reduce 
physical distancing as out 
lined below.”

The levels for low, mod-
erate and high county Com-
munity Transmission Lev-

els allow a move to the 
three-feet distance, while 
those in the very high cate-
gory should stay at six-feet. 
The low moderate and high 
levels include seven-day 
positive COVID-19 test re-
sults below 99 per 100,000 
population and below 9.9 
percent seven-day positiv-
ity.

According to the most re-
cent figures on the Health 
Department’s COVID-19 in-
formation site, all but four 
of the 14 districts in Ches-
ter County — West Ches-
ter Area School District, 
Avon Grove School Dis-
trict, Great Valley School 
District and Spring Ford 
School District — meet the 
relaxed measurements. 
Conversely, in Delaware 
County only five districts 
among the county’s 15 dis-
tricts — Chester-Upland, 
Haverford, Radnor, Rose 
Tree-Media, and Southeast 
Delco — do.

“No one layer (of mit-
igation) by itself makes 
a school safer, and when 
one mitigation is adjusted, 
all the others are adjusted 
and/or new ones are intro-
duced,” Franklin said at the 
press conference. “Distance 
plus masking plus screen-
ings plus hygiene all re-
main equally critical in our 
schools and in our commu-
nities at large.”

To contact staff writer 
Michael P. Rellahan call 
610-696-1544.

Guidelines
FROM PAGE 1

reading lab suite, and two 
music rooms, one for instru-
ments and the other for cho-
ral, will greet students in 
August.

There will be plenty of 
room for gifted students, 
English language learn-
ers, speech classes, occupa-
tional and physical therapy 
and an art room with a ce-
ramic kiln.

A 5,500 square foot multi-
purpose room separated 
by a roll-down curtain will 
house a gym and stage on 
one side and a kitchen and 

cafeteria on the other side.
Two playgrounds, one 

paved, and the other grass, 
will give students a chance 
to catch some fresh air and 
will complement the two 
Henderson High School 
fields across an access 
road.

The school will host 126 
parking spaces and six 
handicapped spaces.

Fagan pointed at a pop-
ulation shift in the district. 
He said that some schools 
are at capacity and students 
will benefit from redistrict-
ing.

The now-under-construc-
tion, nearby Greystone sub-
division will also add stu-
dents.

The school will pre-
serve a feeder program es-
tablished for elementary, 
to middle, and then high 
schools.

Greystone students will 
attend either Peirce Middle 
School and then Henderson 
High School, or Fugett Mid-
dle School and then East 
High School. Greystone is 
the only grade school in 
the district where students 
will split following gradua-
tion to attend different mid-
dle schools.

Fifth graders at ele-
mentary schools may be 
“grandfathered in” and fin-
ish up where they started. 
Greystone will not operate 
at capacity for the first year.

Greystone
FROM PAGE 1

“BEST SENIOR LIVING”
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