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GUIDANCE

GUIDANCE 1

Students carefully examine the first three of Sean Covey’s 7 Habits
of Highly Effective Teens, and take part in several character
education activities as they learn to become personally responsible
for the quality of their present and future endeavors in academic,
personal, and social domains. Numerous study skills including
time management, test taking, study environment, effective note
taking techniques and writing strategies, are revealed to students
to enhance their overall approach to school. Career awareness is
launched using the Coin Career Development Program as students
investigate the 16 career clusters, complete on-line interest
inventories, and begin to formulate future career choices based on
personal input.

GUIDANCE 2

Developing a comprehensive four-year plan of study for high school
is the focus at the beginning of this course. Life Skills Training
is stressed with students learning how to make proper decisions,
effectively dealing with anger and anxiety, assertiveness skills, and
strong communication skills, and other important social skills.
Community service is emphasized as students work to develop a
grade-wide community service project to assist people in need and
to build upon entrepreneurial skill. Students will further review the
Coin Community Career Development Program with activities that
build upon each student’s career portfolio.

HEeALTH

The Health Education Program at the middle school level is designed
tomotivate and encourage active student participationin developing
Life Skills for optimal emotional, mental, physical and social
health. The curriculum meets the Pennsylvania State Standards
for Health Education. The curriculumis delivered in a variety
of teaching strategies to best meetindividual student learning
styles. The knowledge students obtain will help them make healthy
lifestyle decisions. This course is offered two days per 6-day cycle
for the entire year.

Music (8tH GRADE)

Qualified middle school students may register for ONE performing
ensemble class (band, chorus, orchestra) OR they will be placed in
Classroom Music.

BaND

Students who play band instruments are given the opportunity to
perform many styles of literature from classical to contemporary.
The development of technical skills, musical knowledge and
self discipline, as well as learning to work together as a unified
organization, are important elements of the band program. Group
lessons are scheduled on a rotating basis during the school day.
Home practice is essential. Extracurricular activities such as Jazz
Band, Honors Band, Pep Band, and small ensembles may be offered
as enrichment opportunities for exceptionally motivated students.

Prerequisites: (1) essential technical skills on a band instrument as

prescribed in the district band curriculum; and (2) approval by the band
director.

CHoRus

All choruses meet twice in each six-day cycle. Each grade level of
chorus practices and performs varied selections of choral literature
while working toward developing good tone quality, clear diction,
proper intonation, blend, balance and proper breathing. Chorus is
designed for students with a high level of interest in singing and
improving vocal skills. Extracurricular activities such as Show Choir
(Stetson), Vocal Ensemble (Peirce), the Fugett Chorale, and Honors
Chorus are offered as enrichment opportunities for exceptionally
motivated choral students.

STRING ORCHESTRA

Students who play string instruments are given the opportunity
to perform many styles of string ensemble/orchestral literature,
from baroque to jazz. Students develop their technique and their
knowledge of scales and rhythms as well as their sensitivity to style
and character of the music. As a community of people, members of
thestring orchestralearn to work together with self discipline toward
a common goal: excellence in performance. Group lessons are
scheduled on a rotating basis during the school day. Home practice
is essential, and private lessons are encouraged. Extracurricular
activities such as Select Strings, 8th Grade Quartet, Pennsylvania
Music Educators Association District 12 string festivals for 7" and
8" grades, and other small ensembles may be offered as enrichment
opportunities for exceptionally motivated string students.
Prerequisites: (1) essential technical skills on a violin, viola, cello or
double bass and (2) approval by the elementary and middle school string
directors.

CrassrooM Music

All Classroom Music students study a variety of topics, including
music theory, music history, instrumentation, composition, musical
careers, recording, and the music industry. They actively participate
in musical performance while learning the basic elements of music
through the use of the MIE keyboard lab and guitars. The classroom
music course is designed to develop and expand upon the students’
knowledge of history and culture through the medium of music.
Eighth grade Classroom Music meets twice in each six-day cycle for
one marking period. This course focuses on the review of musical
elements using keyboard instruments and/or guitars.

Students without a performing music (band, chorus or orchestra) will
take this course.
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PorurAr Music (ELECTIVE)

This course - offered to 8™ graders only - meets four times in each
six-day cycle for one marking period. It provides an overview of the
musical roots and trends which have influenced today’s popular
music styles. Critical listening and group activities help students
explore many popular music styles, including hip hop, rap, jazz,
blues, reggae, musical theatre, punk, funk, heavy metal, and much
more. The use of technology in music is also a topic of study. Students
leave class with a greater understanding of music fundamentals and
stylistic influences that make up the music they enjoy.

PHysicAaL EDucATION (8TH GRADE)

The middle school Physical Education Program is dedicated to
the cognitive, affective and psycho-motor development of each
student. Students have the opportunity to engage in a wide variety
of activities, including team sports, cooperative games, fitness,
lifetime activities, team building and indoor rock climbing. This
course is offered two days per cycle for the entire year. A physical
education uniform is required. Students are encouraged to practice
and perform at their ability level to achieve optimal participation.
Students gain a better appreciation and understanding of the
importance of maintaining a healthy lifestyle through physical
activities.

TecuNoLOGY EpucATION (8TH GRADE)

TecHNoLOGY EDUCATION

This is a general technology course that meets on two days of
the six-day cycle for one marking period. Students engage in
hands-on activities from various areas of technology, including
communications, materials, manufacturing and design.

Students without a performing music course (band, chorus or orchestra)
take this course.

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY TRANSPORTATION

(ELECTIVE)

Students enrolled in this course are required to research, design
and produce a working model of a transportation device. They
explore the physics of propulsion and aerodynamics. The connection
between engineering, mathematics, science and technology are used
throughout the course. This is a hands-on course that emphasizes
innovation and engineering skills using the technology problem-
solving loop.

ProBLEM SOLVING UsSING TECHNOLOGY (ELECTIVE)

This course challenges students to research, analyze and create
solutions to specific problems involving technology. Activities in this
course may involve information, bio-related or physical technology
systems. Students experience a wide variety of devices and perform
different operations to solve specific design problems.

SPECIALIZED PROGRAMS (6TH-STH GRADES)

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER PROGRAM

The English Language Learner Program provides course work for
English Language Learners (ELLs). The program offers a continuum
of courses that help ELLs become both competent in English and
academically proficient in core content areas. Placement along the
continuum is based on local assessments, classroom content work,
teacher input, parental input, and other factors. The goal of the
program is for ELLs to become proficient in English, with emphasis
on the academic, social, and cultural settings.

GIFTED PROGRAM

The WCASD Middle School Gifted Education Enrichment Program
comprises individualized instructional programs tailored to fit
the needs of each identified gifted student. Students can select
from a range of courses and topics based on their interests. The
variety of course offerings range from Science Odyssey, a year-long
competition course, to Forensics Science and Mystery Investigation,
a unit course offered by gifted quarter. In addition to the course
offerings, the Middle School Gifted Program also engages students
in seminars, field trips, regional competitions, independent study,
and guest speaker events.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

LEARNING SUPPORT - READING

Students build on decoding, encoding, vocabulary, fluency and
comprehension skills. This course explores literature at a variety
of levels, through short stories, plays, poems, and novels. Phonics
and reading strategies are used in the classroom to enhance the
readability of material and the attitudes of students toward reading.
The curriculum emphasizes goals and objectives specified in each
student’s Individualized Education Plan, and assesses progress
toward these goals.

LEARNING SUPPORT - ENGLISH

Students improve written expression and gain a better understand-
ing of the English language. Students follow the steps of the writing
process to complete several types of short- and long- term writing
assignments. Students address Focus Correction Areas (FCAs), as
well as areas specified in the Pennsylvania Writing Domain Scoring
Guide. The curriculum emphasizes goals and objectives specified in
each student’s Individualized Education Plan and assesses progress
toward these goals.
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SECONDARY ENGLISH COURSE PROGRESSION

6th Level 2 Level 1 Accelerated
Grade English English English

7th Level 2 Level 1 Accelerated
Grade English English English

8th Level 2 Level 1 Accelerated
Grade English English English

9th Standards Academic Honors Pre-AP
Grade English English English English

10th Standards Academic Honors Pre-AP
Grade English English English English

AP
Language

11th Academic Academic Honors

Grade Language Literature English
& Comp.

AP
Literature
& Comp.

12th Academic Academic Honors
Grade Language Literature English

*STUDENTS WHO EXCEL AT ONE LEVEL MAY PROGRESS TO A HIGHER LEVEL THE FOLLOWING YEAR.



13

2009-10 Middle School Course Description Guide

JOINJ A9ANAY)) :T[-/ SIAVID)
TIVE] ADLNTY (Z[-9 SIAVID)

\ S9A1}II[Y
orwapeay o_suwwo<u ﬁ RN JO apeio)
S

SANIAS HIVIA] TIVH TOIINTI] SIXA]

sn[noe)-a1d SOLISIIelS UOIBPUNO
W /  ua
[
9]
~
ape.
% < JIWOPRIY Splepuels PELD
= T RIQA3[Y [AACEY\% WL
-~
o
. » »
w < JIwSpROY spIepuelg °PEID
C %.E.OEO@.U A I1OUI095) :HOH
9}
S f f
> aper
AMn 6 oTwApROY SpIepuels e
rm 1 eIqa3[V [RAGEY\Y 6
[
M 2 AT J13918138 opern
> 893
~ 8 B1qES[V-01d G w8
< 0} 93pLig
a
Z f f f f
S 8
m 2 9T o13erens ape1rn
£ e13a3[y
0 p] Lyreiy iz
9 QeI 9 QeI opeID
T [9A9] QIECILANIN 19




MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the West Chester Area School District is “to educate and inspire our students to achieve their personal best.”

A CKNOWLEDGEMENT

The middle school administration would like to commend the efforts of the department chairs of Fugett Middle School, Peirce Middle
School, and Stetson Middle School for their cooperation in making this Course Description Guide a reality. Through their collective vision,
we have been able to bring West Chester Area School District’s middle school model into a unified organization that will provide consistency
while enlightening our students with an exciting and fulfilling educational experience.
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